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THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS (SFEC-2015) OF SOCIETY FOR ETHNOPHARMACOLOGY, INDIA
The second International Congress (SFEC-2015) of the Society for Ethnopharmacology, India (SFE-India) was organized by the Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur University, Nagpur during February 20-22, 2015 with the theme "validation of medicinal plants and traditional medicine -global perspectives." The congress has witnessed mammoth gathering of about 1000 delegates around 20 countries all over the world. About 65 lectures from eminent speakers throughout the globe and more than 500 scientific oral and poster presentations.
A series of preconference workshops were organized to ascertain various technicalities related to natural product research and ethnopharmacology. The first section was carried out at Gurunanak College of Pharmacy, Nagpur on the theme "Scope for Research in Natural Products, Funding Opportunities, and Publication." Eminent editors/editorial board members of various impact journals and scientists from government several funding agencies of India talked on also gave their deliberations on various schemes and funding opportunities from Government of India in promotion of Natural Products Research. Annual awards of the SFE, India (SFE-India) were conferred to the eminent scientists for outstanding contributions on ethnopharmacology during the inaugural program [ Figure 1 ]. The congress also had a display of various exhibitions on related to research based natural products research and dissemination of knowledge regarding the importance of traditional medicine compared to conventional one. The stall represented by the Forrest Development Corporation of Maharashtra was highly appreciated, where more than 25 vaidyas (traditional healers) represented from different zones parts of the country displaying traditional and focal folk medicines of their respective zone. The exhibition included stalls displaying their food, herbal, nutritive products, and chemical reagents from Nisha Herbals Pvt., Ltd., Nagpur, Shree Baidyanath Ayurved Bhawan Pvt., Ltd, Nagpur, Gondwana Herbs Pvt., Ltd., Dhule, Zim Laboratories Pvt., Ltd., Nagpur and MGIRI Pvt., Ltd., Wardha; Alka Scientific Instruments Pvt., Ltd., Nagpur, etc.
A special highlight of the congress was the Business Conclave Meet of industrialists dealing with herbal medicines, which was organized in the gracious presence of Hon'ble Shri Nitinji Gadkari (Union Transport Minister, Government of India, New Delhi, India), where all the critical issues related with the bottlenecks in the herbal industry, promotion and marketing strategies to meet the demand of herbal medicines to common people were discussed. It was decided to prepare a policy guideline in the form a memorandum to be submitted to The Central Government, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Ministry of AYUSH, and the Maharashtra State Government after having a series of talks with various stakeholders.
The conference ended with a valedictory program with the prize distribution of scientific oral and poster presentation.
In the valedictory program, special recognition was made by SFE-India and ISE, UK to the organizers to recognize their services for the promotion ethnopharmacology in India. Thus, the second congress of the society was very successful in every aspect.
SFE-India is a registered society, under the West Bengal Society Registration act, and is affiliated to the International SFE, UK. The society was formed in 2013 and already has made its presence through the country India, which provides a networking opportunity for development and promotion of medicinal plants and natural products. The Society works on the dissemination of knowledge in this area through different local chapters made in different parts of India with the major highlights on "globalizing local knowledge and localizing global technologies."
The third International congress of the society will be organized by the Pt. Ravishankar Shukla University, Raipur during February, 2016. We invite all of you to join the society and explore the opportunities. The society is working will work for the promotion and development of medicinal plant research and ethnopharmacology through some integrated approaches. More information on the activities, awards and membership of the society is available on the society website: www.ethnopharmacology.in.
Fo r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , p l e a s e c o n t a c t Dr. Pulok K. Mukherjee, Secretary, SFE-INDIA and Director, School of Natural Product Studies, Jadavpur University, Kolkata -700 032, India. We invite you all to join in this forum and explore the opportunities related to ethnopharmacology in all aspects. For details, please visit www.ethnopahramcology.in and contact:
